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The crystal structures of Na-, K-, Rb-, and Cs-exchanged
varieties of the zeolite heulandite with the simplified composi-
tion M1

9 Al9Si27O72 ? nH2O were studied by single-crystal X-ray
diffraction at 100 K. The structure refinements of Na-, K-,
and Rb-exchanged heulandite were performed in space group
C2/m with resultant R values of 3.8, 3.0, and 4.9%, respectively.
Cs-exchanged heulandite was refined in space group C1, yield-
ing an R value of 3.4%. X-ray single-crystal data of the Cs-
exchanged variety indicated that many reflections of type h k l
were not equivalent to h 2k l as expected for monoclinic sym-
metry. With increasing radius of the incorporated channel cat-
ions, the b axis increases from 17.93 to 18.09 Å leading to a
slight widening of the channels. The number of H2O molecules
also decreases with increasing cation radius due to space limita-
tions. Three general cation positions (II-1, C3, and B4) were
found in the four exchanged heulandite samples. For Rb- and
Cs-exchanged crystals, the additional cation site A2 occurs. In
Cs-exchanged heulandite symmetry lowering is due to partial
Si, Al ordering in the framework accompanied with a more
asymmetric arrangement of channel Cs. Only if heavy elements
in the channels are present the symmetry information of the
framework is enforced, thus partial Si, Al ordering can be
resolved.  1996 Academic Press, Inc.

INTRODUCTION

Heulandite-type zeolites comprise heulandite and clin-
optilolite with the simplified formulas (Na, K)Ca4Al9Si27

O72 ? 24H2O and (Na, K)6(Al6Si30O72) ? 20H2O (1). Both
minerals represent naturally occurring zeolites with a high
degree of Si, Al disorder (2, 3). The crystal structure (space
group C2/m, a P 17.67, b P 17.87, c P 7.41 Å, b P 116.398)
exhibits three types of structural channels confined by tet-
rahedral ring systems. Ten-membered A-rings and eight-
membered B-rings confine the A and B channels running
parallel to the c axis. Eight-membered C-rings border C
channels running parallel to [100] and [102] (4). Two eight-
membered rings of channel B and two additional eight-
membered rings of channel C form cage I. Two ten-mem-

1 To whom correspondence should be addressed.

bered rings of channel A and two eight-membered rings
of channel C form cage II.

Zeolites of the heulandite structure type are widely oc-
curring minerals which are available as large masses to be
excavated at low cost in quarries. This type of natural
zeolite has been used for the removal of radioactive Cs1

and Sr21 from low level waste streams of nuclear power
stations and for extraction of ammonium from sewage be-
cause of heulandites excellent selectivity for cation ex-
change and adsorption (5). Galli et al. (6) studied the struc-
tures of K-exchanged heulandite at elevated temperatures.
It was found that K1 is strongly disordered and dehydration
takes place at 373 K accompanied by a deformation of
the framework. Smyth et al. (7) refined the single-crystal
structure of a partially Cs-exchanged clinoptilolite sample
in space group C2/m. Cs1 occupies split positions that are
not related to the cation positions in the natural Na1-,
K1-, and Ca21-bearing sample. Petrov et al. (8, 9) performed
an X-ray powder study of Cs- and Ba-exchanged clinopti-
lolite in space group C2/m. An additional Cs1 position,
not reported by Smyth et al. (7), was located owing to
the high degree of Cs1 incorporation in this Cs-exchanged
clinoptilolite. In Ba-exchanged clinoptilolite Ba21 resides
in the eight-membered rings of channel C. Bresciani-Pahor
et al. (10, 11) reported the structures of a partially and a
fully Ag-exchanged heulandite. Ag1 occupies the positions
analogous to Ca21 and Na1 in natural samples (2, 3). In
addition, a new site with a low occupancy was assigned to
Ag1. The authors (10, 11) suggested that some Ag1 ions
were statistically disordered in the zeolite pores because
the total amount of Ag1 located by X-ray refinement was
significantly lower than that determined by chemical analy-
sis. Gunter et al. (12) refined the structure of Pb-exchanged
heulandite in space group Cm while they noted that the
single-crystal diffraction pattern clearly contradicted a cen-
tric space group because reflections of the type h k l and
2h 2k 2l were not equivalent. The reason for the symme-
try lowering is that in Pb-exchanged heulandite Pb21 pre-
ferred an ordered position in agreement with Cm but in
contrast to C2/m symmetry. Alberti and Vezzalini (13)
and Armbruster and co-workers (14, 15) studied the dehy-
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dration mechanism of heulandite by single-crystal X-ray
methods. Hambley and Taylor (16) performed a neutron
diffraction study of natural and partially dehydrated heu-
landite where also H positions of the H2O molecules were
found. The dehydration of heulandite is accompanied by
cation diffusion within the channels and by a compression
of the channel system.

The aim of this article is to find some general rules
concerning channel site preference depending on ionic ra-
dii through a systematic structure study of alkali-exchanged
heulandites. As starting material a Ca-rich natural sample
is applied because the substitution 2M1 R Ca21 guarantees
high channel populations. Low temperature (100 K) was
chosen for the structural study to minimize dynamic disor-
der phenomena. We also hoped that the systematic study
could reveal some new information on the framework of
heulandite because as exchanged cations become heavier,
symmetry information of the framework is also enforced.

EXPERIMENTAL

Large single crystals (up to 5 mm in dimension) of a
natural heulandite from Nasik, India (17) were broken and
sieved to give 0.1 p 0.5 mm samples and were subsequently
placed in 2 M NaCl solution. The exchange reaction lasted
5 weeks at 373 K, and then the crystals were transferred to
a Teflon-coated autoclave and heated at 423 K for another
week. During the exchange process, the solution was re-
newed several times. After the exchange reaction, the sam-
ple was filtered, washed with distilled water, and dried in
air at room temperature yielding Na-exchanged heulandite
as a precursor phase. K-, Rb-, and Cs-exchanged heuland-
ite were obtained by exchanging Na-exchanged heulandite
with corresponding 2 M MCl solutions in a Teflon-coated
autoclave at 423 K for 2 or 3 weeks, renewing the solutions
2 to 3 times. After exchange the samples were treated as
the Na-exchanged heulandite.

Compositions of the natural heulandite and the ex-
changed samples were determined by a CAMECA SX50
electron microprobe operating at 20 kV and 20 nA beam
current and defocused beam diameter of about 20 em to
prevent sample destruction and channel cation loss. Ame-
lia albite was used as standard for Na, Al, and Si, orthoclase
for K, and anorthite for Ca. Synthesized RbVO3 and
CsVO3 (18) were used as standards for Rb and Cs.

Single-crystal X-ray data were obtained at 100 K with
an Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer (graphite-mono-
chromatized MoKa radiation), where low temperature was
achieved with a conventional liquid nitrogen cooling de-
vice. Cell dimensions were obtained from 10 to 12 reflec-
tions with 208 , 2u , 358. Reflections were recorded for
at least a half sphere of reciprocal space up to u 5 258.
For Cs-exchanged heulandite a full sphere was collected
up to 158. All data were empirically corrected for absorp-

tion by using c scans. Data reduction including background
and Lorenz-polarization correction was performed using
the SDP program library (19). The program SHELXTL
(20) using neutral atom scattering factors was applied for
the structure refinements weighted 1/s 2. Due to the strong
Si, Al disorder, tetrahedral positions were refined with Si
scattering factors which has only a minor bearing on a
atomic displacement parameters (21). Atomic coordinates
of Na-exchanged heulandite (12) were used as starting
parameters for the refinements. Cations in the structural
pores were assigned according to electron density maxima
and reasonable distances of the assumed site to neigh-
boring oxygen atoms of the framework and water mole-
cules. Anisotropic displacement parameters were refined
for framework atoms, highly populated extra-framework
cations, and H2O molecules. Experimental details are sum-
marized in Table 1.

For convenience, we label the general extra-framework
cation positions in the rings by an italic letter referring to
the surrounding tetrahedral ring system and cation posi-
tions in the cages by a Roman number. The positions are
continuously numbered. Individual cations are labelled by
their chemical symbols accompanied with numbers and
disordered positions with an additional prime (9). Channel
H2O molecule are designated W.

RESULTS

The composition of the natural starting material is Ca3.54-

Na0.96K0.09Al8.62Si27.51O72 ? n H2O. Electron microprobe
analysis and structure refinements indicated that the Na-
treated sample was not completely exchanged and 1.5 Ca
per formula unit (pfu) persisted in the structural channels.

TABLE 1
Data Collection Conditions

Note. R 5 o u uFobsu 2 uFcalcu u/ou Fobsu, Rw 5 (o w(uFobsu 2 uFcalcu)2/o w uFobsu2)1/2.
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In the subsequently exchanged K and Rb samples no Ca
was analyzed whereas traces of Ca were still found in the
Cs-exchanged heulandite.

Na-, K-, and Rb-exchanged heulandite were refined in
space group C2/m and refinements converged to R values
of 3.8, 3.0, and 4.9%, respectively. Atomic coordinates of
framework atoms for the three C2/m heulandites are given

in Table 2. Table 3 displays cation and H2O positions within
the structural pores. The X-ray diffraction pattern of Cs-
exchanged heulandite indicated that many reflections of
the type h k l were not equivalent to h 2k l reflections,
thus ruling out monoclinic symmetry in spite of the pseudo-
monoclinic cell dimensions. Cs-exchanged heulandite was
refined in space group C1 leading to an R value of 3.4%.
Tables 4 and 5 show atomic coordinates of the framework,
channel cations, and H2O molecules. Table 6 displays cat-
ion–oxygen distances of the channel occupants for all ex-
changed heulandites.

The unit cell parameters of exchanged heulandites var-
ied with the variation of radii of exchanged cations (Table
1). The length of b increased as the radii of exchanged
cations increased. Compared with the b length of Na-ex-
changed heulandite, the b values of K-, Rb-, and Cs-ex-
changed heulandite increased 0.003, 0.076, and 0.164 Å,
respectively. The values of a, c, and b also varied with
exchanged cation size but these differences are not so regu-
lar as observed for b.

H2O molecules (21.5, 19.0, 17.5, and 12.7 pfu) were lo-
cated in the structures of Na-, K-, Rb-, and Cs-exchanged
heulandite, respectively. Cs-exchanged heulandite re-
vealed the lowest H2O concentration relative to the other
exchanged heulandite samples. It is obvious that as the
radii of exchanged cations increase, the number of H2O
molecules decreases as there is not enough space in the
structural pores. In addition, the positive charge of large
channel cations is to a higher degree balanced by direct
contacts to framework oxygen atoms.

CATION DISTRIBUTIONS IN
EXCHANGED HEULANDITE

In general there are four main cation positions (II-1, A2,
C3, and B4) in alkali-cation-exchanged heulandite (Fig. 1).
II-1, C3, and B4 were found for Na- and K-exchanged
heulandite and all four cation sites were located for Rb-
and Cs-exchanged heulandite. A2, C3, and B4 are posi-
tioned in, above, or below the plane of the respective
tetrahedral rings A, C, and B. The cation populations of
these three sites sum up to 80% of the total cation popula-
tion in the exchanged heulandites.

The B-ring hosting B4 is confined by 2 3 O1, 2 3 O5,
and 4 3 O10 and is almost a regular octagon. As the radii
of exchanged cations increase from Na1 to Cs1, the B4
position gradually shifts from the edge to the center of the
B-ring. Positional disorder of the B4 site was found for
K- and Rb-exchanged heulandite. The disorder is mainly
along the c axis. In Rb-exchanged heulandite the distance
between two disordered sites is about 2.3 Å. The main
portion (pop. 5 33%) remains in the B-ring. In K-ex-
changed heulandite, the distances among the disordered

TABLE 2
Framework Positional Parameters of Na-, K-, and

Rb-Exchanged Heulandite
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sites are about 2.0 p 2.7 Å, and the main portion (pop. 5
44%) of B4 shifts above or below the plane of the B-ring.

C3 situates in another eight-membered ring (C-ring)
forming the type C channel. The C-ring is confined by 2 3
O1, 2 3 O2, 2 3 O3, and 2 3 O4 and is slightly compressed

parallel to the b axis (Fig. 2a and 2b). The shape of the
C-ring is more or less like a boat where O1 sites form the
prow and stern. O1, O2, and O4 are coordinated to T2
which has the highest Al population as assumed from the
longest average T–O distance in the heulandite structure.

TABLE 3
Cation and H2O Positional Parameters and Beq (Å2) for Na-, K-, and

Rb-Exchanged Heulandite at 100 K (Standard Deviations in Parentheses)

Note. Starred atoms with standard deviation were refined isotropically. Starred atoms without
standard deviation were refined with fixed isotropic displacement parameters. Anisotropically
refined atoms are given in the form of the isotropic equivalent thermal parameter defined as Beq

5 8/3 f2 oi (oj (Uij a*i a*j ai ? aj )).
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This means that a cation position in the C-ring is ideal to
compensate the negative charge on the ring walls. Conse-
quently, C3 in exchanged heulandite has always the highest
cation population. For K-, Rb-, and Cs-exchanged heuland-
ite, an additional C39 cation site very close to C3 (0.5 p
0.7 Å) was found. Although cation populations of the C39
site are relatively low (4 p 14%), the total population of

two sites (C3 and C39) would be beyond 100% if C39 is
assigned to H2O. Thus the C39 site must be a cation posi-
tion. The total population of C3 and C39 is around 90%.

The ten-membered A-ring which determines the channel
A is confined by 2 3 O2, 4 3 O4, and 4 3 O6. Four O6
atoms form a plane and two sets of O1 and 2 3 O4 situate
above and below the plane, respectively. The whole ring
viewed edgewise resembles the letter z. A2 situates close
to 2 3 O4 and 2 3 O6. The A2 site is only populated in
Rb- and Cs-exchanged heulandite, thus it is obvious that
the A2 position is suitable for large cations. An A29 cation
site was also located only 0.5 p 0.8 Å apart from A2,
so they cannot be occupied simultaneously. For the same
reason as discussed for C39, Cs1 was assigned to A29. In
the case of Rb-exchanged heulandite, there is no excess
population if H2O is assigned to A29. Nevertheless, we still
assigned Rb1 to it because the coordinates of this site
are similar to the one of A29 in Cs-exchanged heulandite
and in better agreement with the cation composition
obtained from electron microprobe analysis and stoichi-
ometry arguments. The total population of A2 and A29
is about 40 p 50%.

The observed cation disorder phenomena seem to reflect

TABLE 4
Framework Positional Parameters of

Cs-Exchanged Heulandite

TABLE 5
Cation and H2O Positional Parameters and Beq (Å2) for

Cs-Exchanged Heulandite at 100 K (Standard Deviations
in Parentheses)

Note. Starred atoms with standard deviation were refined isotropi-
cally. Starred atoms without standard deviation were refined with fixed
isotropic displacement parameters. Anisotropically refined atoms are
given inthe form of the isotropic equivalent thermal parameter defined
as Beq 5 8/3 f2 oi (oj (Uij a*i a*j ai ? aj )).

FIG. 1. Tetrahedral model of exchanged heulandite projected paral-
lel to the (001) plane, showing the distributions of cations in channels.
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Si, Al disorder within the framework and are governed by
the interaction of cations with the framework.

II-1 situates in cage II which is formed by two A-rings
and two C-rings. In all four exchanged heulandite the II-
1 position was refined. The population of the II-1 site is
around 13 p 26%. In general, cations on II-1, which exhibit
only a weak interaction with the tetrahedral framework,
display the largest displacement parameters. Similar argu-
ments hold for the A2 position.

In our K-exchanged heulandite K1 preferentially occu-
pies C3 and B4 which agrees with the results of Galli et
al. (6). However, it is difficult to decide whether K1 occu-
pies II-1 or A2. Galli et al. assigned K1 to A2. Whereas,
we assigned K1 to II-1 based on a partial dehydration

experiment accompanied with a subsequent crystal-struc-
ture refinement: partial dehydration of K-exchanged heu-
landite at 293 K in dry nitrogen for 5 h shows that the
population of A2 dropped dramatically and the population
of II-1 remains unchanged. Our four main cation sites in
Cs-exchanged heulandite are in agreement with Petrov
et al.’s result (8) and the disordered cation sites support
conclusions by Smyth et al. (7). Na1 in the C3 and B4
sites are in agreement with Gunter et al.’s assignment (12).
However, in this study Na1 was assigned to II-1 instead of
A2 which is in better agreement with the cation composi-
tion obtained from electron microprobe analysis. It must
be noted again that it is very difficult to decide whether a
partially occupied channel site is populated by H2O or Na1

TABLE 6
Cation–Oxygen Distances (Å) for Exchanged Heulandites

Note. Only cation–oxygen distances for highly populated channel cation position are given.
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because both species have very similar scattering factors
for X rays. In addition, dehydration experiments (13–15)
are not very decisive as loss of channel H2O accompanies
channel cation diffusion. For this reason the assignment
was done following the general trend from Cs to Na.

CATION COORDINATIONS IN
EXCHANGED HEULANDITE

Because the radius of Na1 is only ca. 1.16 Å (22), Na1

on the C3 site shifts toward the cavity wall of the channel
C. Na1 on C3 bonds five oxygen atoms of the framework
(O1, 2 3 O2 and 2 3 O3). One of the disordered H2O
sites (W6, W7) coordinates Na1 on the one side and W1
completes the coordination (Fig. 2a) on the opposite side
(low populated H2O sites are ignored). With increasing
cation radii from Na1 to Cs1, the C3 site shifts from the
bottom of the boat to the center of it. For K-, Rb-, and
Cs-exchanged heulandite, cations occupying C3 bond to
six oxygen atoms of the framework (2 3 O2, 2 3 O3, and
2 3 O4, or Oi with its pseudo-mirror plane related position
Oi1 for Cs-exchanged heulandite, i 5 2, 3, 4). Two W2
situated above the C-ring are in reasonable distances to
coordinate C3 in K-, Rb-, and Cs-exchanged heulandites.
Below the C-ring there are two H2O positions (W1 and
W3) to coordinate C3 for K- and Rb-exchanged heulandite.
However, the distance between W1 and W3 is only 1.7 Å,

thus they cannot exist simultaneously. In Cs-exchanged
heulandite, three low populated H2O sites (W3, W39, and
W30) were refined below the ring. Because they are again
very near to each other (0.8 p 0.9 Å), a disordered distribu-
tion must be assumed. The total population of three sites
(W3, W39, and W30) is about 44%, thus only half of Cs1

in the C3 site (pop. P 90%) shows this type of coordination.
Occupancy of one of the W3 sites below the ring may
depend on whether II-1 or A2 is occupied in Cs-exchanged
heulandite. The space between C3 and II-1 or C3 and A2
in Cs-exchanged heulandite is not large enough to incorpo-
rate an additional H2O molecule. The coordination of Rb1

on C3 is shown in Fig. 2b.
A2 bonds to four oxygen atoms of the framework (2 3

O4, 2 3 O6, or Oi and Oi1 for Cs-exchanged heulandite,
i 5 4, 6). There is no H2O in a reasonable distance to A2
in Cs-exchanged heulandite. In Rb-exchanged heulandite
Rb1 on the A2 site bonds to two W5 on the one side and
to one of the disordered H2O molecules (W3 or W6) on
the other side.

The coordination of B4 varies along with the variation
of cation radii. In Na-exchanged heulandite B4 shifts more
or less toward the cavity wall of the channel B. Na1 on
the B4 site is coordinated by three oxygen atoms of the
framework (O1, 2 3 O10). Four H2O molecules (3 3 W2,
W8) are in reasonable distances to Na1 on B4 (Fig. 3a).
K1 on B4 shifts not only toward the wall of the cavity of

FIG. 2. Oxygen coordination polyhedra of the C3 site. (a) Oxygen coordination of Na1 on the C3 site. (b) Oxygen coordination of Rb1 on the
C3 site.

FIG. 3. Oxygen coordination polyhedra of the B4 site. (a) Oxygen coordination of Na1 on the B4 site. (b) Oxygen coordination of Rb1 on the
B4 site.
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the channel B but also out of the plane of the B-ring. K1

on the B4 site bonds to three oxygen atoms of the frame-
work (O1, 2 3 O10) and four H2O molecules (4 3 W2).
In Rb- and Cs-exchanged heulandite the B4 site is situated
almost in the middle of the B-ring; cations on this site
bond to four oxygen atoms of the framework (2 3 O5 and
2 3 O10, or O5, O51, O10, and O101 for Cs-exchanged
heulandite) and two H2O molecules (2 3 W2). For Rb-
exchanged heulandite, two W4 are also in reasonable dis-
tances to coordinate Rb1 on B4, however, the population
of W4 is relatively low (27%). Figure 3b shows the coordi-
nation of Rb1 on B4.

H2O molecules in cage II are highly disordered. Na1 on
II-1 bonds three oxygen atoms of the framework (O2, O3,
and O7) and seven H2O molecules (2 3 W3, 2 3 W5, W6,
and 2 3 W7) are in reasonable distances to the cation.
However, the distance between W3 and W5 is ca. 1.3 Å,
and the distance between W6 and W7 is ca. 1 Å, thus, only
three or four H2O molecules can coordinate Na1 on the
II-1 site. For K-, Rb-, and Cs-exchanged heulandite cations
in the II-1 site are surrounded by four oxygen atoms of
the framework (O3, O6, and 2 3 O7, or Oi and Oi1, for
Cs-exchanged heulandite i 5 3, 6, 7) on the one side. Three
or four H2O molecules can coordinate K1 and Rb1 on
II-1 on the other side. Only two H2O molecules are in
reasonable distances to coordinate Cs1 on the II-1 site.
Figure 4 displays the coordination of Rb1 on II-1.

Si, Al ORDERING IN HEULANDITE FRAMEWORK

The results of the refinement show that the Na-, K-, and
Rb-exchanged heulandite have almost the same frame-
work structure as evaluated from structural parameters
(Table 2). The Si/Al ratio of the tetrahedra (Tables 7 and
8) was estimated from the mean T–O distances (23). The
results were subsequently normalized to the Al concentra-
tion measured by electron microprobe analysis. The high-
est portion of Al occurs on T2 (42%), and the lowest on T4

and T5 (15%). However, the framework of Cs-exchanged
heulandite shows some significant differences. The highest
portion of Al occurs on T21 (68%), whereas, the share of
Al on T2 is only 25% which is the pseudo-mirror plane
related position to T21. Moreover, T3 and T4 show a sig-
nificantly higher Al content than T31 and T41. The Al
content in T3 and T4 is more than four times of that in
T31 and T41 (Table 8). Tables 9 and 10 display T–O–T
and O–T–O angles in exchanged heulandites.

There has been a long standing discussion about the true
symmetry of heulandite. The first refinement of heulandite
(2) was performed in the acentric space group Cm. Most
other authors (3, 6–15) selected the space group C2/m
mainly to avoid correlation problems of pseudo-symmetry
related sites in the last squares refinement. Armbruster
and Gunter (14), investigating dehydration of a heulandite
type zeolite, performed a second harmonic generation test

FIG. 4. Oxygen coordination polyhedron of Rb1 on the II-1 site. II-
1 is in the cage II. Cations on this site bond oxygen atoms of the framework
on the one side and H2O molecules on the other side.

TABLE 7
T–O Distances (Å) of Na-Exchanged Heulandite

Note. B.L., bond length; A.B.L., average bond length.

Note. B.L., bond length; A.B.L., average bond length.

TABLE 8
T–O Distances (Å) of Cs-Exchanged Heulandite
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which indicated that this sample was centric thus justifying
refinement in space group C2/m. However, it should be
noted that there is only little experience on the sensitivity
of such second harmonic generation tests in case of struc-
tures which possess a centric topology with the acentricity
caused by minor preferred Si, Al distribution within the
tetrahedral framework.

We must assume that treatment of a natural heulandite
in chloride solutions at temperatures below 423 K does
not change the Si, Al distribution in the framework. There-
fore, it was surprizing when we found in this study that
the X-ray diffraction pattern of Na-, K-, and Rb-exchanged
heulandite was in agreement with C2/m symmetry but that
of Cs-exchanged heulandite indicated C1 symmetry. Two
Cs-exchanged heulandites were studied. For one crystal
(crystal 1) a full sphere of diffraction data was collected
up to u 5 158 and a half sphere up to u 5 258. For the
second crystal (crystal 2) a full sphere up to u 5 258 was
collected. Both crystals revealed the same characteristics:
many reflections of the type h k l were not equivalent to
h 2k l reflections thus ruling out monoclinic symmetry in
spite of the pseudo-monoclinic cell dimensions. This dis-
crepancy was especially strong for crystal 1 leading to an
agreement factor of only 7.9% when averaging intensities
according to C2/m symmetry. The corresponding
agreement factor for crystal 2 was considerably better
(4.3%) but the same reflections as for crystal 1 showed the
most dramatic deviations for h k l and h 2k l. For this
reason the structures of Cs-exchanged heulandite were
refined in the triclinic space group C1. As shown above,
subsequent refinements lead to pronounced Si, Al ordering
which is considerably stronger for crystal 1 compared to
crystal 2. After this finding a full sphere of diffraction data

TABLE 9
T–O–T and O–T–O Angles (8) in Na-Exchanged

Heulandite

TABLE 10
T–O–T and O–T–O Angles (8) in Cs-Exchanged Heulandite
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of a second Rb-exchanged heulandite was measured in
order to find out whether the same symmetry lowering
could be observed for this crystal. As a matter of fact, also
for this Rb-exchanged crystal several reflections showed
deviations for h k 1 and h 2k l type leading to an
agreement factor on intensity to 4.3% when averaged in
space group C2/m. However, when refined in C1 with all
reflections, significant Si, Al ordering could not be found.
For Na- and K-exchanged heulandite we also considered
lower symmetry by measuring at least twice as many re-
flections as necessary. However, when symmetry equiva-
lent reflection intensities were averaged in C2/m symmetry,
agreement factors of 2.6 and 1.2%, respectively, were ob-
tained. Nevertheless, refinements in C1 symmetry were
tested also for these samples but as expected no deviation
from C2/m symmetry with respect to the Si, Al distribution
could be resolved.

All results summarized above indicate that Al-rich heu-
landite may possess space group C1 due to Si, Al ordering.
However, because of the pseudo-monoclinic symmetry
there is also a high probability of submicroscopic twinning
which will influence the degree of bulk Si, Al ordering as
observed in a diffraction experiment which only resolves
the average in the crystal. Even for crystals with a low
twinning contribution, symmetry lowering can only be re-
solved from X-ray data when investigated in the form of
cation-exchanged samples where the channel cation must
be heavy and thus sensitive to the X-ray experiment. In
other words, the heavy element in the channels enforces
the symmetry information of the framework, where the
diffraction contribution of the low symmetry framework
alone is not significant enough to be resolved.
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